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Message from the President

Greetings!

Wow, the year is al-
most over! What is even
more amazing to me is
that two years have past
and my reign as president
is nearly over. | want to,
need to, thank all of my
fellow officers (past and
present) who helped make
my time as president so
very easy and yes, enjoy-
able too. We have some
very special, talented peo-
ple in our organization
who continue to be a great
resource both personally
and professionally. With-
out their time, effort and
dedication, | would hate to
see where the NorCal
ERA would be today.

There were some
changes made during

these past two years. We
definitely spent more
money to enhance our
time spent at the ERA.
This has been a bit of ex-
perimentation to see if
“throwing money” at the
situation would do any
good for our numbers.
This strategy has pro-
duced mix results. In my
humble opinion, the one
greatest benefit received
through our ERA member-
ship is the networking
opportunities. Here’s a
“news bulletin”, networking
only works when people
show up. Over the past
couple of years, we've
experienced a steady in-
crease in attendance at
our meetings and events —
up some 25% over past
years. On the other hand,

we had hoped that these
changes would increase
our membership numbers
as well. With the downturn
in the economy, firms go-
ing through mergers and
retirements, our member-
ship numbers are heading
in the wrong direction. We
must do a better job of
addressing this situation in
the coming months. Would
anyone like to volunteer to
chair the membership
committee? We could sure
use you.

A huge part of the ex-
periment was the hiring of
Antoinette Nguyen. | think
we can all agree that this
was a good decision and
money well spent. The
feedback | have received

(continued on page 2)

An Evening with Andy Warhol

The Northern CA ERA
hosted its first signature
event - An Evening with
Andy Warhol - on the
fifteenth of May at the San
Jose Museum of Art.

The social networking
event was a unique oppor-
tunity for members of the
electronics community to
come together under one
roof.

Attendees enjoyed an
evening of merriment with
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Chapter News

Ben Barden of Westech
Associates replaced Mark
Conley as National Director

NorCal ERA is in search of
a volunteer to fill the
Secretary position on the
Executive Board. Contact
Antoinette for details

ERA Events

Past Presidents Night | 11/10
Maggiano’s Little Italy
3055 Olin Avenue
Suite 1000

San Jose

Santana Row

5:30 - 8:30pm

The Magnolia Jazz Band, ac-
cess to all galleries including the
amazing work of Andy Warhol,
a hosted premium bar and de-
lectable cuisine by Catered Too.

The Northern CA ERA bought
out the entire museum for this
one-of-a-kind, networking event.
It was a magnificent evening for
all!

(Photo: Phil & Diane Kipnis, Pacific Coast
Visions; more photos on page 3)
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The Annual ERA Golf Classic took place
on June 12" at the Santa Clara Golf &
Tennis Club. Twenty four golfers partici-
pated in the tournament for trophies and
cash prizes in several categories: First
Place (Calloway), Low Gross, Low Net,
Closest to Pin and Longest Drive.

Golfers checked-in, ate lunch and off they
went! After five hours of play in sunny
weather, they wrapped up their game and
headed to David’'s Restaurant & Bar for
some much-needed relaxation, drinks and
dinner.

Golfers and guests were treated to a
sumptuous feast of beef Wellington pastry
puff, grilled halibut, NY steak and deca-
dent chocolate mousse. It was a perfect
ending to a fun-filled day!

(continued from page one)

on Antoinette’s management of our activi-
ties and meetings has all been very posi-

tive, voiced often and voiced loudly. Per-

sonally, | don’t think that we could make it
without her — well, maybe we could, but it
definitely would not be much fun.

Lastly, it's an old saying but so very
true, “you only get out of it, what you put
into it.” For the most part, | am preaching
to the choir, many of our current members
have held officer positions. Those mem-
bers who have not... you need to get in-
volved. Your help and creativity are re-
quired as we move forward. Believe me
when | say that you will get much more
out of the experience than you will give — |
have.

Regards,
Brad Bowman

The Northern California ERA chapter
would like to thank Brad Bowman for his
service and dedication to the organization
as President from 2008 to 2009.

The Northern CA ERA chapter
offers one CPMR scholarship
each year. It is contingent upon
service as an officer for the
chapter. (Education Chair and
Membership Chair positions are
currently available).

The CPMR program is a 3-year
program, offering one-week
long professional education
annually at Arizona State Uni-
versity.

The scholarship pays only for
tuition ($1200 per year) on the
1st and 3rd years of the pro-
gram. For more information,
contact Brad Bowman at-
brad@bridgerep.com.

Let us hear from you...give us
your suggestions for guest
speakers, and ideas for
educational and social events!
Contact the Events Director,
Antoinette Nguyen, at
408.802.0130 or email to
officemanager@ncalera.org.

We are currently recruiting
officers for the Executive Board
for the 2010-2011 term. For
more information, contact
Brad@bridgerep.com or
Antoinette at 408.802.1030. We
need your help!
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